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Marching band ready to shine in Sunshine State
ByjenniferWeil -'
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It's the best Christmas pre~ent ' " ..'; .,
Lenny Carriero has ever gotten. ' \" .~ :

Next Monday,he and the rest of "-
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The PortChesterHighSchoolmarch- .~" ' ,~ ~ ' "f', t! -
ingbandwillbeheadingtoMiamito ' .' '.~~ 'to. . ¥!.i8
perform in front of thousands of spec-
tators at the 2003 FedEx Orange Bowl
football halftin:1eextravaganza.

The Orange Bowl, which features
the Iowa Hawkeyes and the Southern
California Trojans, will be nationally
televised Thursday, Jan. 2 at 8 p.m. It
is the first national bowl tournament
tht' marching band has played in
sinn' the Rose Bowl in 1970.

"11'''1not every day that you go
down wilh all your friends to Florida
jllld 111'1'101'/11OIla halftime show and
lu III II lIoirilll,'," said Carriero, a 14-
\'1 ;11old II'I.hlllllll who plays tht' bari-
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lizzie, are in the marching band and
the color guard. 'This is a big deal."

Besides the halftime show, the
band will take part in a field competi-
tion with 11 other bands from across
the country and in The Junior Orange
Bowl Parade in Coral Cables on Dec.
31.

"I can't tell you the buzz that is
floating around this village these days
with this great honor," said Port
Chester Mayor Gerald Logan. "I am
looking forward to New Year's Day
watching the Orange Bowl, so I can
see our band come out on the field. I
mean, ifs before a national audience.
I mean, what better thing could hap-
pen to a bunch of kids in a band?"

Because the district only provides
for the band's equipment and red and
navy IInifonnH, thl' studpnls had 10
1',lh., IIhOIlI':; II fl,OOOdolloll' 101' Ihc 'II
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formed at events, held a charity din-
ner and sold 4,200 cases of Florida or-
anges and grapefruits.

Senior trumpet player Anthony Al-
varado sold 170 cases of oranges, the
most by any band member.

'They were really juicy this year,"
he laughed. 'They were great They
were worth the money."

But it wasn't until the end of Octo-
ber that the band knew that they .were
definitely going to go to the game.

"At one point we thought that we
weren't going to go because the funds
just weren't coming in," said band
president Dominic Carriero, the fa-
ther of Lenny."Wereallystretchedit
as far as we could go and then all of a
sudden, things just fell in to place."
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