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PCHS Band perfects Civil War tribute 

BY CLAIRE K. RACINE  

Port Chester High School Marching Band members just 
spent two weeks-one at the high school and one at 
Crawford Park-out in the hot sun marching and learning 
the basics for their annual field show-and this was part of 
their summer vacation. 

"As first [band camp] is brutal, but eventually it gets to be 
really fun," said sophomore Samantha Franco. Franco 
plays the xylophone in the "pit," or front ensemble, and 
therefore does not march during performances. She said 
she was glad she doesn't have to march around because 
it is so tiring. 

Lanasha Robinson, a freshman flautist, tries not to focus 
on how tiring it is, but instead just thinks about getting 
better at marching, she said. 

"I feel like I'm part of the Pride of Port Chester," Robinson 
said. "I'm excited about my first band competition." 

Before the students perform at any competitions, they first 
have to satisfy their director, Bob Vitti. 

"It takes the whole season to perfect [the show]," Vitti 
said. While the season does not end until mid November, 
the band's first performance will be at the first home 
football game on Sept. 10. 

"We're booked solid on weekends with competitions and 
football games," Vitti added. 

Vitti has been directing the band for almost 20 years and 
every year he comes up with the theme of the field show. 
This year's is a tribute to the start of the Civil War, which 
began 150 years ago, in 1861. Songs incorporated into 
the show include "Johnny Comes Marching Home," 
"Dixie" and "Battle Hymn of the Republic." 

As the show draws to a close, the band will stage a 
"battle" where they all fall. Next, a huge banner showing 
the Battle of Gettysburg will be unfolded stretching 90 feet 
long. After that, the band will rise back up behind the 
banner in sections playing the melodic line of the "Battle 
Hymn of the Republic." The band will only barely be 
visible through the banner and is supposed to invoke the 
idea that they are the spirits of fallen soldiers, Vitti 
explained. Then, at the very end of the show, a giant 
American flag will open in front of the drum major, Kim 
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The Port Chester High School Band practices playing the music in place before 
trying to march and play simultaneously during the second week of band camp 
at Crawford Park Tuesday. 
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Maguire, the junior who conducts the band, and she will 
salute the flag. 

"Every year I try and do something a little different," Vitti 
said. "In the Battle of Gettysburg, we lost from the North 
and South tons of people and I want to try and simulate 
the graveyard effect with the banner." 

The banner was designed by Sharla Kaufman, self-
described as an old band parent. While her children have 
already graduated, she still helps out with the band. 

"We have a strong band parents association," Vitti said. 
"They put in a lot of time." 

Vitti also puts in a lot of time, usually planning out the field 
shows a year in advance. The plan for next year is to 
celebrate the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812, 
featuring, of course, the 1812 Overture. 

Vitti said he tries to pick music the crowd enjoys rather than esoteric music. 

"I want people to go home tapping what we're playing and to remember what we're playing," he said. 

Getting to that point takes a lot of work on the part of the students. The band drills for two weeks, usually practicing marching 
in the morning when it's not as hot before moving on to making sure they're note perfect in the afternoon. 

This year the band consists of 140 students, only 12 of whom are seniors. 

Two of those seniors play in the drum line and took the time to make their experience a little more fun by donning hats and 
sunglasses each day. 

"Why do we wear the hats?" said Chris Mott, in 12th grade. 

"And don't forget the sunglasses," added Christian Cruz, in 11th. 

"'Cause we're the best drum line ever," Mott answered himself. 

"'Cause we're the coolest," added Cruz. 

"And the best-looking," finished Stephen Greto, also in 12th. 

To see the best drum line, the coolest drum line and the bestlooking drum line, be sure to attend the first Port Chester High 
School home football game on Saturday, Sept. 10 against Hendrick Hudson High School at 1:30 p.m. 
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